
EuroVelo
Developing successful
cycle tourism products



Cycling (tourism) has changed…
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…and moved to the mainstream 



Target groups
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Objectives of the
European Certification Standard
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• Improve the quality of EuroVelo, the European cycle route network, by 
identifying critical deficiencies in the network and motivating decision 
makers to invest in solutions to the identified problems.

• Provide quality control to motivate different target groups with varying 
levels of experience to use the certified trans-national routes



Uses of the ECS
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• Certify existing EuroVelo 
routes

• Survey EuroVelo routes to 
develop action plans based 
on the results

• Apply the ECS to non-
EuroVelo routes 



ECS basics
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• Survey plan – split the route into daily sections

• Preparation – signing guidelines, public transport, cycle-friendly schemes

• Field work – with app, GPS, measuring tape, camera 

• Research in the office – services, public transport, verification of traffic 
volumes...

• Route evaluation report – summary of the findings from field work and 
office research



Target groups
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Target groups and criteria
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Assessment and evaluation 
levels
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• Route (continuous stretch of at least 300 km) 

• Daily section (30-90 km)

• Minor sections (1 km)

• (200 m)

• (point)



Criteria categories
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ROUTE INFRASTRUCTURE

SERVICES 

PROMOTION





ECS Infrastructure criteria

• Continuity

• Route components (road safety)

• Surface and width

• Gradients

• Attractiveness

• Signing

• Public transport



Continuity
Are there physical or legal disruptions to the route?















Route components
Are cyclists safe from motorised traffic?

















Public roads

1-30Km/h 31 to 50Km/h 51 to 79Km/h 80+Km/h

1-500 units/day
very low 

traffic

very low

traffic

very low 

traffic
low traffic

501-2.000 

units/day

very low 

traffic
low traffic low traffic moderate traffic

2.001-4.000 

units/day
low traffic moderate traffic moderate traffic high traffic

4.001-10.000 

units/day
moderate  traffic high traffic high traffic

very high

traffic

>10.000 units/day moderate traffic
very high 

traffic

very high 

traffic

very high 

traffic



Painted cycle lanes
1-30Km/h 31 to 50Km/h 51 to 79Km/h 80+Km/h

Minimum width 1.5 m 1.5 m 2.0 m 2.0 m

1-500 units/day
very low 

traffic

very low

traffic

very low 

traffic
low traffic

501-2.000 

units/day

very low 

traffic

very low

traffic

very low 

traffic
low traffic

2.001-4.000 

units/day

very low 

traffic

very low 

traffic
low traffic

moderate 

traffic

4.001-10.000 

units/day

very low 

traffic
low traffic

moderate 

traffic

high 

traffic

>10.000 units/day low traffic
moderate 

traffic

high 

traffic

very high 

traffic



Crossings
Safe, dangerous, very dangerous?













Surface
Material vs quality

















Gradients
How steep it is?









Attractiveness
Area/landscape, attractions, environmental and social challenges











Signing
Conformity with standards, content of signs











Public transport
How to getting to/from the route with your bicycle?













SERVICES
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• Accommodation

• Food, drink and rest areas

• Bike repair and bike shops

• Bookable offers



Accommodation
What is the range of options on offer?



Certified cycle friendly 
accommodation

http://search.babylon.com/imageres.php?iu=http://www.visitcornwall.com/dbimgs/Cyclists Welcome_low res.jpg&ir=http://www.visitcornwall.com/site/places-to-stay/gradings&ig=http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSBcUSaovcmtY-G9y0J3-ethjOYn8YlrruM0WZ_FPKTSiRkZct7IZrV_XNA0w&h=997&w=1000&q=cyclists welcome&babsrc=HP_ss


Food, drink and rest areas



Food, drink and rest areas
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Bike repair and bike shops



3.3 Bike repair and bike 
shops
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.



Bookable offers



3.4 Bookable offers
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Promotion
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1. Web communication

2. Print communication

3. Other communication and information tools



Web communication



4.1 Web communication
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Print communication



4.2 Print communication
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Information along the 
route
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Information along the route



What happens if one or more 
essential criteria is not fulfilled?
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Public transport contingency:

• If one or more of the essential criteria is not fulfilled but the affected 
section can be substituted by the use of a public-transport connection 
meeting at least the important criteria, the route can still be certified if the 
public-transport option is clearly communicated. This exceptional rule is 
limited to a total amount of 10% of all certified daily sections of the route. 



ECF’s Solutions



ECF’s Solutions



ECF’s award



There is more information available from:
www.EuroVelo.org

Or contact us at eurovelo@ecf.com


