Women on Bicycle Initiative
(Bisikletli Kadin inisiyatifi — BKi)
Istanbul Tiirkiye



Violence against women
Honor kilings dominate the violence dimension.
In the last 3 years 5.000 women are killed by
their husbands, partners, brothers or fathers.

Representation in decision making processes
Number of women in parliament is the most visible
issue.

14.5 % of the parliament. For local governments it
goes below 5 %.



Politicians tell the story
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Women: Nowhere but home

Women at senior
levels:
Bureaucracy: 9%
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Parliament:
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Part of the labor force: .
Among University
Graduates 72% -
Others 25% \
pgrs Those employed are in NGO’s: 15%

B ] . N
m% Kw 1.030 K | agriculture or

Ent_repfeneUf53 unskilled jobs



What about cycling?

* Women see cycling as a leisure time event.

* 5% of the women use bicycle. 65 % wants to cycle.

* Only 0,6% of women use bicycle for shopping, going to
work, school. (In general it is 3%)

* False thoughts of women:
y age is not proper for cycling.
Istanbul is not a
blcycle friendly cit

'\ Aktif Yasam
Datas by Active Living Association UERNEET




| travel by
bicycle around
the world
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| commute by
bicycle in Istanbul




There are other women who commute by
bicycle in our car-centric, hilly and middle
eastern country.

We united our powers as
first women then cyclist,
4 and formed BKI by saying
possible (MUMKUN) to

- use bicycle in Istanbul in
daily life.




We all learned the hard way, by ourselves, there g
were no women to ask/share/discuss. Only male 7(/[//6
dominated groups who see cycling as different
than us.




Like us, they have fears to start cycling because of similar
reasons (surely you have similar stories) :

* Itis dangerous to cycle in Istanbul
* There is no cycle path

My family does not approve

* | am not strong/fit enough

 The distance is too long

* | don’t have a bicycle

My route is not suitable for riding
* | cannot go to work by sweating

* No parking place

e Disrespect of drivers ...
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What we do: Mainly sharing experience 7(//5/@7

Ride in the traffic together with beginners (who
already can cycle)




What we do: Mainly sharing experience

After work rides




What we do: Mainly sharing experience

Weekend rides
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What we do: Mainly sharing experience
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What we do: Mainly sharing experience 7(]/6//5

Meetings to give information about what we are
doing and how they can contribute
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What we do: Mainly sharing experience 7(//6//5

Facebook group for questions, comments,
sharing ideas and fun (istanbul is a big city and
there are women from other cities)

facebook.com/groups/bisikletlikadininisiyatifi
instagram.com/bisikletlikadin
bisikletlikadininisiyatifi@gmail.com
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* Finding ways to get it easier on their routes

 Accompanying them to the work
* Integration with public transport
e Parking solutions

* Showing how they can manage with different
situations (including abuse!)

e Suit-up and make-up solutions
* Alternative routes



Guideline for women

'J Bisiklete

KADINLAR IGIN Ba§|arken
BISIKLET Download:
REAVUEY https://www.etietieti.com/et
% i-sari-bisiklet-projesi/bisiklet-
ifg'r' (3@*‘;, . proj

et kilavuzu.pdf



What have we learned so far...?

Society
Politicians
Private companies
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http://www.etietieti.com/eti-
sari-bisiklet-projesi

http://sivildusun.net/






What we want to see on the streets
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Sisterhood




Thanks to all of you
for believing in

freedom of cycling ©




